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Media advisory





Number of seminarians has tripled in the last 10 years


Vocation procession to place on streets of Ludlow this Sunday





SPRINGFIELD-   Although there will not be a priest ordination this year in the Diocese of Springfield, the future remains quite promising.  That’s because the actual number of those in training and formation has grown threefold in the last decade.





This Sunday the annual Corpus Christi Procession for vocations will take place through the streets of Ludlow. The service will begin at Christ the King Church on Warsaw Ave. (12 noon); then proceed to St. John the Baptist Church on Hubbard Street; from there to St. Mary of the Assumption Church on East Street and conclude by 3pm at Our Lady of Fatima Church on Winsor Street.   Refreshments will be available at the Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center.   There will be a reflection on religious life/priesthood at each station.





This event will coincide with a recently created Seminarian Education Fund to help pay the academic expenses for the growing number of seminarians. It costs approximately $100 a day to support each seminarian.


Both this new Seminarian Education Fund and the Corpus Christi Procession come at the start of an International Year for Priests. In late May, Pope Benedict XVI announced the start of this celebration on June 19, which also will recognize the variety of pastoral work performed by priests and the witness of their lives. Pope Benedict said the year should help priests "rediscover the grace and the goal of priestly ministry." 
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