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For immediate release 





“Three Bishops and the Apostle Paul”





SPRINGFIELD- A ecumenical event featuring three bishops will mark the end of the Pauline Year locally. “Three Bishops and the Apostle Paul” is the title to this closing event scheduled for Monday, June 29, appropriately the feast day of Sts. Peter and Paul, which will take place beginning at 7 p.m. at  St. Michael’s Cathedral, State Street in Springfield.





Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will be joined by his counterparts from the regional Episcopal and Evangelical Lutheran dioceses, each will give a pastoral reflection which organizers say will speak to clergy and laity on the everyday significance of St. Paul.





In the first reflection Bishop Gordon Scruton, leader of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts will speak on “St. Paul as a Spiritual Director.”  He will be followed by


Bishop Margaret Payne, bishop of the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with a talk “Paul’s Barrier-shattering God.” And Bishop McDonnell will conclude the evening with his talk “The Unpreached Paul.”





Following their individual talks, the bishops will engage in a brief “give and take” session followed by a closing prayer and light reception in the adjacent Huller Hall. This event is free and open to the public however organizers are requesting advance registration which can be done by contacting Fr. Richard Bondi at 413 533-3228 ext 11, also by e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Sainttheresachurch@comcast.net" ��Sainttheresachurch@comcast.net� or by contacting Ann Schwein at 413 265-2575 or via e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:shweinA@elms.edu" ��shweinA@elms.edu�.





These three dioceses along with St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral have sponsored a series of events over the last year highlighting the works of St. Paul. 





Pope Benedict XVI designated a “Pauline Year” to commemorate the second millennium of the birth of St. Paul, whose writings are critical in understanding all Christian traditions. The year began last June 28 and had an emphasis on bringing together Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox Christians in programs to revitalize faith and encourage prayer and work for Christian Unity.
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