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For immediate release 





St. Mary's Church Northampton to reopen this weekend





SPRINGFIELD- St. Mary of the Assumption Church in Northampton will reopen for Masses and other sacramental services beginning this Saturday, July 11 with 3 p.m. confessions followed by the 4 p.m. vigil Mass. The parish will resume its normal Mass schedule, including daily Masses which will start July 13.


St. Mary’s was temporarily closed in early June when some structural concerns were identified in the steeple areas.  


Since then a more thorough examination has taken place involving diocesan building officials assisted by the outside firms of O’Reilly Talbot & Okun Associates Inc., and Engineering Design Associates, both of Springfield, who were joined by Northampton building commissioner Anthony Patillo.  


After this careful review, it was determined, with the approval of the building inspector, that the church could open while work is undertaken on the spires.  Scaffolding to protect the main entrances has been put up. Anticipated repairs include replacement of the slate shingles on the steeples as well as some exterior masonry work. Cost estimates are still pending.


In announcing the reopening, St. Mary’s pastor, Father William Hamilton expressed his personal thanks and that of the parish community for the cooperation and diligent efforts of city and church officials in recent weeks.


“I am also grateful to my parish community which has been patient and understanding throughout this ordeal, as well as to our neighboring Catholic parishes who have been so welcoming,” he said.


St. Mary of the Assumption Church is the mother church of the Catholic community in Hampshire County.  The current church was dedicated May 20, 1885.
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