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Eighth-graders allowed to participate in some Cathedral High School sports


Nine Cathedral teams will be open to St. Michael’s Academy students





SPRINGFIELD — Eighth-grade students attending the new diocesan St. Michael’s Academy will be allowed to participate in nine of Cathedral High School’s sports programs, according to Cathedral principal John Miller.


The middle school participation was approved recently by the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA), the body that governs high school sports in the state.


The sports that the eighth-grade students are eligible to participate in include:


Freshmen boys’ soccer, junior varsity field hockey, varsity boys’ indoor track, varsity girls’ indoor track, junior varsity girls’ ice hockey, varsity boys’ track, junior varsity girls’ lacrosse, boys’ swimming and junior varsity softball.


Miller said this is a win-win situation. “It’s mutually beneficial. Our primary objective is to give eighth-grade students the opportunity to play up, to develop their skills,” he said. “Secondarily, it is strengthening the teams by providing a larger pool of students.”


Only Cathedral teams that have a small number of participants are allowed to accommodate eighth-grade students. “If the MIAA felt that we had enough students on a team, they wouldn’t allow kids to be added,” Miller said.


Miller said that this is the first in what he hopes will be many ways that St. Michael’s Academy and Cathedral High School can work together. He said he hopes that the arrangement will also have a positive impact on Cathedral’s enrollment, which currently stands at approximately 500 students. St. Michael’s Academy, a pre-kindergarten through grade eight school, has 825 students enrolled for the 2009-2010 school year.
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