[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 

Diocese of Springfield



65 Elliot Street - P.O. Box 1730

Springfield, Massachusetts 01102
 Office of Public Affairs and Information 




                            Telephone (413) 452-0648










        
                                          FAX (413) 747-0273

[image: image3.wmf] 

[image: image4.wmf] 

           







                                            E-mail: m.dupont@diospringfield.org


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





August 29, 2009





							           		      Contact


							Mark E. Dupont


413-452-0648


413 478-8516(cell)


For immediate release 





Text of Bishop McDonnell’s address to the Diocese





SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell this evening (8/29) addressed the people of western Massachusetts on the need to make the latest changes. This brief talk was part of the “Real to Reel” program and will be re-broadcast tomorrow (8/30) on the “Chalice of Salvation” program at 10 a.m. Here is the text of his comments. 





“This weekend, after a three year process, the final reconfigurations of the diocesan Pastoral Planning initiative are being announced in parishes throughout Hampshire and Hampden counties. 





In the spring of 2007, when the Mullin Report was issued, it told us that the time had come for many of our parishes, missions and chapels here in the Diocese of Springfield to be reconfigured.  I promised, however, that in every region there would be dialogue, listening, nuancing and overlays; that the raw data of the report would be fine-tuned with input from the priests, pastoral staff and people of our parishes, missions and chapels; that pastoral, ministerial and ecclesial considerations would be heard. 





They have been and now comes the time for implementation. 





This is not easy for any of us, but especially it is not easy for those whose beloved churches will close. 





There is no question that for each of us the church building is a memory box.  It is the place where some of the highlights of our life were undertaken.  It is the place of Baptisms, First Communions and Confirmations, of marriages and funerals.  It is a place of great joy and many sorrows.  It is a place that helps us to recall the past as we work for the future; and yet the building itself is not the repository of those memories.  They exist in our minds and hearts.  As we travel on our pilgrim way, we carry them with us as those that came before us carried them from their far way homes while they built up new parishes here.  They carried with them their memories of those special places in their past, even across the sea, and built new memories in new places.  





I pray all of us in the Diocese of Springfield will be able to do the same, joining old and new for the sake of future generations of Catholics.  Let us pray for each other as we go forward on what truly is a pilgrimage of faith.”
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