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For immediate release 





Final parish reconfigurations announced, 19 churches to be closed





SPRINGFIELD – The final recommendations for parish reconfigurations in the Diocese of Springfield are being announced in parishes throughout this weekend. Nineteen churches in Hampden and Hampshire counties will be closed. Many of the parishes will be merged with neighboring parishes.





Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell met with the pastor of each parish that will be affected and wrote a letter for each parish to be read at Masses this weekend.





He said he knows that the changes will cause some to be angry and in pain. “There's going to be hurt, and I wish there weren't, the bishop said. “But, at the same time, we are a pilgrim people. And church is meant to be a pilgrim people. Church is meant to be people on the move.”





Monsignor John J. Bonzagni says the changes are needed because of a change in demographics, a decline in the number of clergy and financial pressures.





“What we have tried to do is now get the diocese on a stable footing,” he said, “remove the anxiety of whether this building going to be used, should we repair the roof? Now let's continue to build and continue to grow. (This will) Take all that anxiety away. So, what we hope we're doing is really empowering for the growth of the church.”





Most of the changes are scheduled to take place before the end of the year. However, reconfigurations for some communities will take place two years from now. The changes were recommended by the 12-member pastoral planning committee. Members of the committee began their work more than three years ago. The most recent recommendations were detailed in a report presented to the bishop earlier this month.





Msgr. Bonzagni says the recommendations were far-reaching and comprehensive. He said that, while the process was lengthy, it was designed to allow the sacramental life of the diocese to thrive despite diminishing resources and personnel. He noted that recommendations were made following a great deal of input from more than 1,000 parishioners from across the diocese.





Listening sessions were held in every area of the diocese over a nearly two year period. The pastoral planning committee was charged with formulating a way to provide every Catholic in western Massachusetts fair and equitable access to the sacraments. In most cases where a merger is to take place, the committee recommended that a new name be selected for the merged parish.





The first closings as part of this current round took place last summer in Pittsfield. Six of the ten churches in the city were closed. A second round was announced in August 2008 completing Berkshire and Franklin counties along with one section of Hampden county.  Those changes closed 11 churches and took effect on January 1 of this year.





An outline of the current changes along with a video featuring Bishop McDonnell can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.diospringfield.org" ��www.diospringfield.org�.
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