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Press Advisory





Cardinal Sean O’Malley to take part in this weekend’s Catholic Men’s Conference 


SPRINGFIELD – Boston Cardinal Sean Patrick O’Malley will be among the featured speakers at this Saturday’s Seventh Annual Catholic Men’s Conference at Cathedral High School, Springfield.  The day-long event will begin at 9 a.m. and conclude with a liturgy ending at 5:15 p.m. 


The conference will begin with a keynote presentation by speaker/musician Tony Melendez.  Born a “thalidomide baby” without arms, Melendez came to national fame when, using his feet, he played his guitar and sang for the late Pope John Paul II during his visit to Los Angles in the late 1980s.  He now travels the country as a spiritually based, inspirational speaker. 


The afternoon keynote speaker will be Robert Rogers of Kansas.  In August 2003 Rogers lost his beloved wife and four children when a flash flood overtook the family mini-van, leaving him as the sole survivor of this tragedy.  He also has devoted his life to speaking to groups on overcoming seemingly impossible obstacles in life.


Cardinal O’Malley will speak in the afternoon, first in Spanish to members of the Latino community present at the conference, followed by his celebration of the concluding liturgy for all participants at 3:45 p.m. in which he will give the homily.


The media is invited to cover any part of the day and speak with the event organizer, Father Gary Dailey or participants. 


However those wishing to interview Cardinal O’Malley must contact Mark Dupont (413 478-8516) in advance to make those arrangements.  He will only be available for brief intervals in the mid and late afternoon.
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