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For immediate release 

Catholic communities in Huntington, Russell and Chester to merge

New parish to be inaugurated Feb. 14

SPRINGFIELD- Acting on a recommendation submitted by representatives of St. Thomas Parish, Huntington, Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, Russell and St. John Mission, Chester, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has approved a plan to create a new, single Catholic parish.  

This new merged parish community, yet to be named, will worship at the site of the current Our Lady of the Rosary Church.  The new parish will be inaugurated on Feb. 14.

Father Ronald F. Sadlowski, who has been serving as pastor of this yoked community, will be the pastor of the new parish. Father Sadlowski has supported the effort to bring this community together. "Efforts by many parishioners to keep all three Catholic churches opened fell short,” he commented.  “With our limited resources, we realized that only one Catholic church could remain open to serve the needs of the Hilltowns’ Catholic population.”

“I am extremely proud of my parishioners in recognizing the need to come together and the thoughtful deliberations that went into making this recommendation – one which required great courage and faith,” he concluded.   

The recommendation came after six months of review by a special committee made up of members of each parish and mission community. They submitted their findings in December to Bishop McDonnell. The bishop presented it to the Presbyteral Council on Jan. 5 and then, with that group’s concurrence, approved it, notifying Father Sadlowski of the decision. 

The decision was announced at all local Masses this past weekend, Jan. 9/10.  

“My prayers are with you as you undertake this new venture,” Bishop McDonnell told the parish community.
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