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For immediate release 

Catholics respond with tremendous generosity to those in Haiti

Parish collections to continue through end of January

 
SPRINGFIELD – As of Jan. 21, donations for Haiti relief efforts made through Catholic parishes and directly to the Diocese of Springfield have reached $106,140.79.

Twenty-nine parishes and three missions reported collections from the initial weekend (Jan. 16/17) with the remaining Catholic communities scheduled to collect funds both this coming weekend and the weekend of Jan. 30/31.

“How inspiring that the people of western Massachusetts including our Catholic parishioners, despite having their own economic concerns here at home, have demonstrated a tremendous generosity to helping some of the least fortunate people in the world to rebuild their lives after this devastating earthquake,” commented diocesan spokesperson Mark E. Dupont.

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell authorized the special collections, joining Catholic dioceses across the United States.  It has been determined that funds collected will be channeled through Catholic Relief Services (CRS).

CRS, the U.S. bishops' international relief and development agency with a proven record of 60 years in providing assistance in some of the world’s poorest regions is mounting a major emergency response to this severe disaster and has committed an initial $5 million.

In addition to diocesan donations, the National Shrine of The Divine Mercy, located in Stockbridge, has collected an additional $37,000 for CRS from its members and benefactors, locally, nationally and internationally. And St. Agnes Parish in Dalton has raised an additional $2,000 for a special partnership it has with the Church Outreach to Youth (COTY) in North Adams, funding a cooperative in Haiti. 

Donations can continue to be made through all Catholic parishes or directly to the diocesan offices. Checks should be made out to Diocese of Springfield with notation for the Haitian Relief Effort.

The diocesan mailing address is:

Haitian Relief Fund

Diocese of Springfield, MA

PO Box 1730

Springfield, MA  01102-1730
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