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For immediate release

2010 Annual Catholic Appeal underway

$500,000 already donated in addition to more than $440,000 for Haiti relief efforts

 

SPRINGFIELD- Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell today (2/9/10) announced the official beginning of the 2010 Annual Catholic Appeal.  The 2010 campaign will run through Lent ending in April.  The Annual Catholic Appeal’s goal will remain $3 million for this year.

In launching the campaign Bishop McDonnell announced that the diocese has already received more than $500,000 in donations.  “It has been a tremendous response by the people here,” he commented, “knowing that neighbor helping neighbor is what we’re all about.”

Last year, with approximately 25,000 donors, The Annual Catholic Appeal - exceeded its 3 million dollar goal by almost 15% for a total of $3,446,552.56.  This included a one time gift of $737,647 from the estate of former Westfield resident John Loughman.

Since its inception 51 years ago, the Annual Catholic Appeal has raised more than $98 million for numerous schools, agencies and ministries in the four western counties of Massachusetts that comprise the Diocese of Springfield. Currently 40 services and agencies benefit from this diocesan-wide campaign. A complete list of agencies along with a financial accountability statement can be found at www.diospringfield.org. 

Bishop McDonnell also announced the latest total in donations raised in the last month for Haitian earthquake relief efforts.  Including $52,000 donated through benefactors of the National Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, the total raised through the western Massachusetts Catholic community now exceeds $440,000.  

“I am please that the people of western Massachusetts have been so generous. It has come at a time when it is difficult for people. Many are feeling the economic pinch,” Bishop said. 
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