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More than 500 to take part in this weekend’s Catholic Men’s Conference

Co-owner of Chicago Bears, Patrick McCaskey, among the scheduled speakers 

SPRINGFIELD – A concentration camp survivor, the co-owner of the Chicago Bears NFL football franchise, and an internationally recognized Catholic television news journalist: What do these three men have in common?  They are among the featured guest speakers at this Saturday’s eighth annual Catholic Men’s Conference at Cathedral High School, Springfield.  The daylong event will begin at 9 a.m. and conclude with a liturgy at 4 p.m.  

Starting off the day will be a 9:30 a.m. talk by Patrick McCaskey, co-owner of the Chicago Bears. McCaskey is grandson of the founder of the Bears, the great George Halas, and was a distinguished athlete as a youngster.  He was All-New England in cross country as a student at Cheshire Academy in Connecticut as well as All-American quarterback for Notre Dame High School. In addition to his work with the Chicago Bears, he has also established an organization, Sports Faith International, to promote the value of sports in forming Christian virtue. 

At 2 p.m., Michael Preisler, a World War II concentration camp survivor, will speak to the gathering. Preisler was born in Poland to a family of 13 children.  In 1939, the Gestapo forcefully removed his entire family from their home and transported them to Czestochowa where Michael joined the Polish Underground Army.  He was immediately committed to help overthrow the German occupiers and to help restore freedom in Poland.  Unfortunately, in 1941, Michael was arrested by the Gestapo, jailed, interrogated and tortured. In October of that year, he was sent to the Auschwitz concentration camp.  While in Auschwitz, Michael constantly endured extreme dehumanization.  He was forced to endure hard labor, suffered terror and torture, and had to face the reality of death in the gas chambers every day.  In January of 1945, Michael was evacuated by foot from Auschwitz through Czechoslovakia on the infamous macabre Death March to the Mathausen concentration camp in Austria.  Shortly afterward, he was sent to the Melk concentration camp near Vienna. Finally, in May 1945, Michael was liberated from Ebensee by the U.S. Army. 

The final speaker of the day, at 3 p.m., will be Raymond Arroyo, a well-known Catholic television journalist who is the creator and host of the Eternal Word Television Network’s “The World Over Live” broadcast.  A graduate of New York University's Tisch School of the Arts, Arroyo has worked for the Associated Press, the political columnist team of Evans and Novak, and as a Capitol Hill correspondent.  He has interviewed some of the leading figures in the Catholic Church over the last decade, including a landmark interview with Pope Benedict XVI – the only English language conversation ever recorded with the pontiff.

