Blues Mass honors public safety workers

SPRINGFIELD - Police officers, fire personnel along with numerous other public safety officials from across western Massachusetts gathered at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield on Saturday, Nov. 6 for the Bishop’s annual Blue Mass.

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell celebrated the 4 p.m. liturgy which was taped for broadcast on the Sunday morning “Chalice of Salvation” program.  A bagpiper led the delegation of pubic safety officials into the cathedral to begin the hour long liturgy.
In 1934, Father Thomas Dade from the Baltimore, Maryland Archdiocese initiated the Catholic Police and Firemen's Society while stationed at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Washington, D.C. About 1,100 police and firemen dressed in blue uniforms marched into St. Patrick's Catholic Church for the celebration of the First Blue Mass on September 29th, 1934.  Bishop McDonnell brought the tradition to the Diocese of Springfield.
In his homily, the bishop reflected on the dedication of those gathered at the Cathedral and the many more they came to represent.

“You, the men and women in blue, local and state police officers, fire fighters, sheriff’s department personnel, correction officers, court officers, all, you set us an example of what it means to be willing to show the greatest love – to be willing to lay down your life for others,” Bishop McDonnell commented.  
“We thank you and pray that you never be called upon to make that sacrifice.  We pray that God bless you, protect you and keep you safe each day, every day, and, then, one day, far in the future, bring you safely home to Him.”

At the conclusion of his homily the bishop invited the congregation present at the cathedral to express their own appreciation through an extended round of applause.

Joining Bishop McDonnell was Bishop Joseph Maguire, Bishop Emeritus of the diocese, along with Cathedral rector, Msgr. Christopher Connelly, Springfield Police Chaplain father Jack Sheaffer, and Father Gary Dailey who, prior to his summer reassignment to the Newman Center at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, had served a Springfield Fire Department chaplain and the key organizer for this annual gathering.  Deacon Angel Perez, a member of the Springfield Police Department, also assisted at the altar along with Deacon James Conroy and Deacon Gary Doane.
