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For immediate release





Local bishop to mark the 100th anniversary of Catholic Charities USA


Sunday liturgy will highlight this important work 





SPRINGFIELD — This Sunday, Sept. 26, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell will join staff from the local Catholic Charities Agency for a liturgy marking the 100th anniversary of Catholic Charities USA.  The celebratory Mass will take place at 10 a.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral, Springfield.





Catholic Charities USA was founded in 1910 on the campus of The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C., and initially was called the National Conference of Catholic Charities.  The National Conference was created to promote the creation of diocesan Catholic Charities bureaus, to encourage professional social work practice, “to bring a sense of solidarity” among those in charitable ministries, and to be the “attorney for the poor." 





Catholic Charities USA is the national office for local Catholic Charities agencies and affiliates nationwide, including the local Catholic Charities Agency. Catholic Charities USA provides strong leadership and support to enhance the work of local agencies in their efforts to reduce poverty, support families, and empower communities.  Catholic Charities USA's members provide help and create hope for more than 9 million people of all faiths each year.





In the Diocese of Springfield, the Catholic Charities Agency has been in operation since the early 1960’s.  Each day this agency helps people from throughout western Massachusetts by providing emergency assistance and immigration services, serving people who are among the poorest and most disenfranchised in our communities.  Like its counterparts across the United States, the local Catholic Charities Agency opens its doors to all people, regardless of religious affiliation.





Through its nationwide network, Catholic Charities USA, is widely regarded as one of the largest and most effective charities in the United States.  In addition to its daily work with those in need, Catholic Charities USA and its affiliate agencies have played an important role in recent national disasters, including Hurricane Katrina, utilizing its network to quickly direct resources to areas that have been adversely impacted.
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