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Northern Berkshire Community Coalition received grant from Catholic community


SPRINGFIELD – The Northern Berkshire Community Coalition was awarded a 2010 grant for $6,000 from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, which includes Berkshire County, as part of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).


Northern Berkshire Community Coalition – Neighbor to Neighbor Project, in North Adams, received local CCHD funding to increase its organizational capacity and acquire technical assistance for on-going leadership training for its project.  The Neighbor to Neighbor project raises up leaders, from neighborhoods that are low income, who help inform and organize their neighborhoods and give their issues voice in the public forum.   


Begun in 1969 by the Catholic bishops of the United States, CCHD is designed to address the root causes of poverty. For 40 years, the CCHD collection has provided funding to groups that make lasting change, fight poverty, and defend the dignity of the poor in the United States.  Over the years a number of Berkshire based groups have received local CCHD funding.


According to U.S. Census Bureau numbers, the nation’s official poverty rate in 2009 was 14.3 percent, up from 13.2 percent in 2008.  There were 43.6 million people in poverty in 2009, up from 39.8 million in 2008 — the third consecutive annual increase.


            “For almost 40 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has offered a solution to poverty by funding low-income community groups that, in keeping with Catholic teaching, provide support to the poor and marginalized in acquiring affordable housing, fair wages, access to healthcare, and vocational training,” said Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell.  “The leaders of CCHD-funded groups are low-income community members who want to change their situation for a lifetime.”


The 2010 Catholic Campaign for Human Development Collection is slated for Nov. 20-21 in parishes throughout the United States, including those in western Massachusetts.  “Fight Poverty in America, Defend Human Dignity” is this year’s theme.  


                       This annual parish collection is the primary source of funding for CCHD’s anti-poverty grants and education programs.  In addition to Northern Berkshire Community Coalition two other local grants were awarded Homework House of Holyoke and Montague Catholic Social Ministries of Turners Falls.  In addition, a national CCHD grant of $35,000 was awarded to the Pioneer Valley Project.  
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