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For immediate release





Holy Trinity School to open in September


Greenfield school must maintain tight budget controls





SPRINGFIELD- Ending speculation over whether the last remaining Catholic school in Franklin County would re-open in September, Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell has decided to allow Holy Trinity School in Greenfield to operate another year in the hope it can reverse a downturn in enrollment.





Through the Connect Ed telephone message system on July 2, Diocesan Superintendent of Schools, Francisican Sister of St. Joseph Andrea Ciszewski informed parents, faculty and staff of the decision. 





“We have all been moved by the tremendous outpouring for Holy Trinity,” Sr. Ciszewski said. “However in all honesty there remains much concern over its finances going forward, so while this is good news, it is also a challenge for the Holy Trinity community.”





That challenge will include keeping tight reins on spending while continuing to fund raise. The Diocese of Springfield, faced with its own fiscal crisis, has committed $40,000, in addition to tuition assistance, to the school for the upcoming year. For the recently completed year, Holy Trinity was awarded $90,000, along with an additional $9000 in tuition assistance but in the end required approximately $250,000 from the diocese to meet its obligations.  Diocesan officials have made it clear, there are no additional funds to meet such a shortfall going forward and the school has put forward a balanced budget for the new academic year.





In the same message, Sr. Ciszewski also announced that Miss Arlene Ashby, principal at Holy Trinity was retiring due to health concerns.





“I know you all join me in wishing Miss Ashby all the best and thank her for her dedication to Holy Trinity especially during these past few difficult months,” she stated.





Sr. Ciszewski will be working with diocesan staff to develop a leadership transition plan to assure smooth operations for the start of the school year.
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