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For immediate release





Diocese announces parish decisions


Immaculate Conception, Indian Orchard to remain open


New parish to be created in Hatfield  





SPRINGFIELD – Through letters being read at three diocesan parishes this weekend (9/18-19), Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell is announcing decisions on the future of those Catholic communities. 





At the Immaculate Conception parish in the Indian Orchard section of Springfield, Bishop McDonnell has determined that parish will remain open, accepting a report presented to him by the parish community this summer.





The Immaculate Conception was originally designated to close, based on the recommendation of the diocesan Pastoral Planning committee which spent more than four years examining all Catholic parishes across western Massachusetts. When the decision was announced in August 2009 the community immediately petitioned the Bishop for reconsideration, which he granted during a Nov. 1, 2009 visit to the parish.  At the time he carefully laid out the challenges which had to be addressed including a financial deficit and diminished attendance. In a report presented to Bishop McDonnell in July, the parish demonstrated increased Mass attendance and support, along with a plan to convert the former parish school into a child care center. 





In arriving at his final decision, Bishop made specific note of the planned center as being a positive addition to the community.





“And so, based on the increased participation in parish life shown over the past year and in light of the proposals to provide for the future with the child care facility, I have directed that the Parish of the Immaculate Conception in Indian Orchard remain in existence,” he wrote in a letter to pastor Father Dariusz Wudarski and the entire community. “There is, I know, much yet to accomplish to ensure the future, but the efforts undertaken in the past year have indicated a willingness to support the parish by participation in its sacramental life and its ministries and I have to trust that such will continue.”





In Hatfield, following up on the Pastoral Planning recommendation more than two years ago to consolidate the current two parishes in that town into a single Catholic parish community, Bishop McDonnell announce that this new community will use at its place of worship, St. Joseph’s Church.  The new parish will assume the name, Our Lady of Grace Parish, one which had been recommended by the Hatfield community.  He went on to recommend that the Holy Trinity church building be considered for a parish center.  Although he deferred to the parish to set a date of implementation, he asked that it be “sooner rather than later.”
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