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For immediate release 





Knights of Columbus donates to local food assistance efforts





SPRINGFIELD –Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell recently accepted a donation of nearly $7000 from the Knights of Columbus (K of C) to be used to provide local food assistance.  The monies were collected as part of a new K of C program called “Food for Families.”


At an Aug. 12 press conference in the Bishop Marshall Center, Past K of C State (Massachusetts) Deputy William Donovan handed Bishop McDonnell a check for $6,989.


More people are in need today due to the current state of the economy, Bishop McDonnell said. 


“There are people who are hurting now, who in the past were donors,” Bishop McDonnell said. “We’re doing our best to ensure that there’s always a safety net and this will very much help (with) that safety net.”


The funds will be dispersed to the needy in all of western Massachusetts through the diocese’s Catholic Charities Agency. Kathryn Buckley-Brawner, interim director of Catholic Charities, also was in attendance for the check presentation, as was Father Robert H. Riel, the diocesan liaison to the K of C for the Diocese of Springfield.


Donovan said he hopes that the “Food for Families” program will continue. “The slogan for the Knights of Columbus worldwide this year will be ‘I Am My Brother’s Keeper,’” said Donovan. “I can see no better of a program to work with ‘I Am My Brother’s Keeper’ than feeding the families that do need the food on their table.”


Buckley-Brawner said the funds would go to some of the parishes in the diocese that run food pantries. She said the funds would, “directly help those who are most in need.”


The K of C is a Catholic, fraternal, family organization with more than 1.7 million members worldwide. The donation to the Diocese of Springfield is part of $90,000 that is being distributed to both Latin rite and Eastern rite dioceses and archdioceses throughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by the K of C.


The “Food for Families” program was initiated in 2009. The Supreme Council last year designated $1 million to be distributed to dioceses and archdioceses to assist with feeding the needy.


The Supreme Council, the order’s headquarters, is in New Haven, Conn., where the order was founded by a Father Michael J. McGivney, a parish priest, in 1882.
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