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Press Advisory





St. Michael’s Cathedral to mark 150th anniversary of cathedral church





SPRINGFIELD – At a 7 p.m. liturgy this evening, Wednesday, Sept. 29, the cathedral church for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield will begin a yearlong celebration marking the 150th anniversary of the construction of this historic house of worship. 





The construction of this Catholic church building was quite an undertaking in 1860, just as the great Civil War was about to begin.  Catholics, almost entirely immigrants from other countries, had taken up residence in Springfield, providing a labor force for the federal armory then located within the city limits.  The ability of the fledgling Catholic community to acquire and build a new church along such a prominent street, in what was then a predominantly Protestant city with strong anti-Catholic sentiment, is still seen as one of the pivotal moments in the history of Springfield.





Prior to the construction of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Catholics had worshiped at the much smaller St. Benedict’s Church, which was located on Union Street.  The yearlong construction project culminated with the first Mass offered on Christmas Day 1861.  Nine years later, it was made the cathedral church when Pope Pius IX divided the Diocese of Boston to create the new Diocese of Springfield out of the western part of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  At the time, the city of Worcester and Worcester County also were part of the Diocese of Springfield.





As part of the Sept. 29 kick-off liturgy, artifacts that are significant to the history of the cathedral church will be presented to Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell.  The bishop will celebrate the liturgy and, in his homily, will highlight the history of Springfield’s early Catholic community. 
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