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Press Advisory





Sunday event honoring local Catholic priests as part of International Year of the Priest





SPRINGFIELD – Knights of Columbus from across western Massachusetts will honor local priests during a special appreciation dinner this Sunday, April 25 at the Castle of the Knights banquet facility starting at 5 p.m.  This event is being organized and hosted by Knights of Columbus Fairview Council 4044 as part of the Year of the Priest celebration taking place in the Catholic Church worldwide.





Pope Benedict XVI announced this yearlong event last June so as to call attention to the dedicated service of priests, as well as the important need for others to answer this calling.





Fairview Grand Knight Gerry Lacasse came up with the idea while attending a grand knight’s conference last year. 





“This priests’ appreciation dinner will reaffirm what  Father Michael McGivney, founder of Knights of Columbus,  proclaimed over 127 years ago, that the Knights are ‘the strong right arm of the church,’” Lacasse stated.





Some 300 guests are expected at the evening event including Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell and Bishop Emeritus Joseph F. Maguire. In addition the newly elected provincial superior for the Conventual Franciscan Friars, Father James McCurry, is scheduled to attend.


Knights of Columbus Massachusetts State Deputy William Donovan, will also be in attendance





In addition to the dinner, singers from Holyoke Catholic’s A Cappella Choir will perform and video honoring priests will be shown. 
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