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For immediate release 





Local Catholic community tops $590,000 in Haiti collections








SPRINGFIELD- The Diocese of Springfield has received a final report on collections taken up earlier this year for earthquake relief efforts in Haiti.  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, in a joint communication with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has reported that $517,099 was received from the western Massachusetts community for Catholic Relief Services special Haitian earthquake efforts. Many local parishes also donated to other relief efforts, totaling an additional $75,000 to Haitian earthquake relief programs.  The total from all relief effort donations taken up in the Diocese of Springfield surpassed $592,000.





Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has already begun to reconstruction and other relief efforts in Haiti. CRS has a proven track record of more than 60 years; it has been working with on-site partners in Haiti to ensure that funds help those most affected by the Jan. 12 earthquake.





The other recipient groups include Hands Together, CRUDEM (Center for the Rural Development of Milot), and COTY (Church Outreach to Youth) which has a Haiti affiliate it has been working with for a few years.  
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