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For immediate release

Catholic schools to honor community leaders
SPRINGFIELD – The Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of Springfield is pleased to announce this year’s Catholic Schools Advancement Dinner honorees and award recipients.  The event is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2010, at the Castle of Knights, Chicopee.
  

Former Springfield mayor Charles Ryan and his wife, Joan; and William J. Wagner, president of Chicopee Savings Bank, are the 2010 Catholic Schools Advancement Dinner honorees.  In making the announcement, Franciscan Sister of St. Joseph M. Andrea Ciszewski, the diocesan superintendent of schools, said, “It is indeed a privilege for us to acknowledge and celebrate the distinct contributions of these dedicated individuals who reflect the values of our mission and promote its vision with enthusiasm and outstanding service.”
 

The 2010 Catholic Schools Distinguished Community Leader Award will be presented to Randy and Janet Stratton for their generous contribution of establishing the Literacy Initiative Program at St. Stanislaus School in Adams.  This program has involved many supportive components and has proven to be very successful.  It was implemented in 2008 to ensure that all students read at or above grade level by grade three and that all students continue to read above grade level with excellent comprehension in grade four and beyond.
 

The Catholic Schools Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to Father James K. Joyce, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Pittsfield, to honor his history as an active leader in the Catholic schools of Pittsfield and as a strong advocate of Catholic school education.
 

Springfield Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell said, “There is no adequate way to express the gratitude due to supporters of Catholic Schools.  Our honorees this year are representative of the many men and women whose generosity and expertise have enabled generations of young people to grow in wisdom, age and grace within the Catholic schools of the diocese.”
For tickets and sponsorship information for the 2009 Catholic Schools Advancement Dinner, please log on to www.catholicschoolswesternmass.org or call 413-452-0670.  
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