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I ORDER that the boundaries for Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish be those of the Town of
Palmer

I ORDER that the forgoing be effective the twenty-eighth day of December, 2009.

In the Town of Palmer, in the Three Rivers section, Saint Anne Parish, a national parish for
persons of French descent, established in 1882, and Saints Peter and Paul Parish, a national
parish for persons of Polish descent, established in 1903, are hereby merged with the parish
church being Saints Peter and Paul Church.

[ ORDER that the resulting parish be named Divine Mercy Parish, a national parish for
persons of French descent and for persons of Polish descent.

I ORDER that the sacrament records of Saint Anne Parish and Saints Peter and Paul Parish
be kept at Divine Mercy Parish.

I ORDER that the foregoing be effective twenty-ninth day of November, 2009.

Given in Springfield this twenty-third day of November, 2009.

Qﬁ% . McDonnell

Most Reve{en

Bishop of $pringfield

Reverend Msgr. Daniel P
Chancellor



DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

DECREE AND ORDER

Inasmuch as the Diocese of Springfield has undertaken a lengthy pastoral planning process to
ensure fair and equitable access to the sacraments for all Catholics in Western Massachusetts, and

Inasmuch as a professional and pastoral evaluation of each church community that included
listening sessions with clergy and parish representatives in each of the ten regions of the diocese has
been undertaken, and

Inasmuch as the pastoral planning process for the Diocese of Springfield has indicated the need for
the reconfiguration of parishes, and in particular instances the reductlon in the number of parishes
for a particular region, and

Inasmuch as the clergy and representatives of the parishes below noted have participated in the
consultative process structured by the Pastoral Planning Committee, which has resulted in
recommending the canonical action herein indicated, and

Whereas, it has been determined that the good of souls will not suffer harm due to the proximity of
Holy Family Parish and Saint Michael Cathedral Parish, and

Whereas, it has been determined that the good of souls will not suffer harm due to the proximity of
Our Lady of Hope Parish and Saint Mary Parish, and

Whereas, the Presbyteral Council on August 4, 2009 was consulted on the proposed canonical
action herein being considered and, after discussion, offering no objection,

Therefore, I the Most Reverend Timothy A. McDonnell hereby define, declare and DECREE that

In the City of Springfield, Holy Family Parish, a territorial parish, established in 1906, is merged
with Saint Michael Cathedral Parish, a territorial parish established in 1847, with the parish church
being Saint Michael Cathedral.

- I ORDER that the sacramental records of Holy Family Parish are to be kept at Saint Michael
Cathedral Parish.

[ ORDER.that the forgoing be effective the twenty- ninth day of November, 2009.
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In the City of Springfield, Saint Mary Parish, a territorial parish, established in 1948, and Our Lady
of Hope Parish, a territorial parish, established in 1906, are hereby merged. The territorial
boundaries of the resulting parish are to be determined by a subsequent decree.

I ORDER that the resulting parish be named Mary Mother of Hope Parish with the parish church
being Saint Mary Church.

I ORDER -that the sacramental records of Our Lady of Hope Parish and Saint Mary Parish are to be
kept at Mary Mother of Hope Parish.

I ORDER that the forgoing be effective the first of January, 2010.

In the City of Springfield, in the Indian Orchard section, Saint Jude Parish, a territorial parish,
established in 1998, becomes a mission church of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish.

I ORDER that the forgoing be effective the twenty-ninth day of November, 2009.

Given in Springfield this twenty-third day of November, 2009. |

Most Rever¢nd Timothy A. McDonnell
Bishop of Springfield

T

Reverend Msgr. Daniel
Chancellor




DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

DECREE AND RATIFICATION

To ensure that the requirements of Canons 515§2 and 1222 are fulfilled, the Most Reverend Timothy A.
McDonnell on October 6, 2009, asked for consultation from the members of the Presbyteral Council regarding the
relegation of the churches listed below to profane but not sordid use.

All members of the Presbyteral Council present expressed their belief that their prior consultation regarding the
suppressed or otherwise altered parishes carried with it the relegation of the church buildings to profane but not
sordid use. However, anxious that all the requirements of the law be duly fulfilled, they indicated their willingness
to proceed as Bishop McDonnell proposed.

The council members were agreed that the churches listed below were no longer needed for divine worship as the
parishes to which they were attached had been previously suppressed or otherwise altered pursuant to Canon
515§2. They agreed that the care of souls would not be seriously harmed owing to the proximity of other churches
open for Divine Worship and that those juridic persons who would be affected had been properly consulted.

It was also agreed that adequate provision had been made for persons displaced by the closing of their parish to
attend another. Further, it was stated that the diocesan patrimony procedure is and has been very effective in
providing for the sacred items, vestments and suchlike used for worship.

In consideration of the foregoing, therefore, I, Timothy Anthony McDonnell, Bishop of Springfield, having heard
the Presbyteral Council on this proposal on October 6, 2009 and, after discussion, no objection being offered,
according to the prescription of Canon 1222 of The Code of Canon Law, hereby relegate the following parishes to
profane but not sordid use; '

In the Town of Adams:
St. Stanislaus Kostka Church and St. Thomas Aquinas Church
In the City of Agawam:
St. Anthony of Padua Church and St. Theresa.of the Child Jesus Church
In the Town of Becket:
St. Matthew Mission Church
In the Bondsville section of Palmer:
St. Adalbert Church
In the Town of East Longmeadow
St. Joseph Mission Church
In the Town of Erving:
St. Blanche Mission Church
In the City of Greenfield:
Sacred Heart Church

In the Housatonic section of Great Barrington:
All Saints Church
In the Town of Lanesboro:
North American Martyrs Church
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In the Leeds section of the City of Northampton:
St. Catherine of Alexandria Church

In the Millers Falls section of Montague:
St. John’s Church
In the City of Pittsfield:
All Souls Mission Church
Holy Family Church
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
Notre Dame Church
St. Francis Xavier Church
St. Mary the Morningstar Church
St. Teresa Church
In the City of North Adams:
Holy Family Church
Notre Dame du Sacre Coeur Church
St. Francis of Assisi Church
In the Town of South Deerfield:
St. James Church
In the Town of Lee:
St. Francis of Assisi Mission Church
In the City of Springfield:
St. Joseph Church
In the Turners Falls section of Montague:
St. Anne Church
In the Town of Wales:
St. Monica Mission Church
In the City of Westfield:
St. Casimir Church
In the City of West Springfield:
St. Ann Mission Church and St. Louis de France Church
In the Town of Williamstown:
St. Raphael Church

Given this twenty-third day of November, 2009.
Most Re;er d Timothy A. McDonnell

Bishop of Springfield
Reverend Msgr. Daniel'P’
Chancellor




