St. Michael’s Academy Summer Reading Directions

For Students entering Grades 6,7,8
All students are required to read at least three books.  Pick at least two from the list provided for the grade you will be entering.  The third book may be one of your own selection as long as it is at grade level and a parent signs off on it.

After reading each book, write a letter about the book and bring these 3 letters with you on the first day of school. 

Address the letter: Dear English Teacher,             and be sure to sign your complete name!
In each letter, make it obvious that you have read the book carefully.  Remember that your letter is not a summary of the plot. 

Each of your letters should be about one and a half pages handwritten, or one page typed.  If handwritten, write legibly and use a blue or black pen. 

Here are 5 suggestions of what to include in your letters  Use three of the suggestions in each letter.

1. Offer your opinion on what the speaker (narrator) or another character says or does.

2.  Describe how you felt (saddened, angry, hopeful, relieved, etc.) while or after reading.

3. Explain what you liked or disliked about the book.

4. Finish the sentence --- “I love (hate) the way the character, ________________, acted or spoke.”

5.  Imagine that you are the author and describe a character years after the end of the story.
St. Michael’s Academy Summer Reading List for Grades 6-8
All students are required to read at least three books.  Pick at least two from this list.  The third book may be of your own selection as long as it is at grade level and a parent signs off on it.  Do not consider any of the books on this list as mandatory reading.

	Entering Grade 6 Summer Reading List
	Entering Grade 7 Summer Reading List
	Entering Grade 8 Summer Reading List

	Shades of Grey by Carolyn Reeder
	Crispin-The Cross of Lead by Avi
	Dean Duffy by Randy Powell

	The Cat Who Went to Heaven by Elizabeth Coatsworth
	Squashed by Joan Bauer
	Running Out of Time by Margaret Haddix

	Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Curtis
	The Skin I’m In by Sharon Flake
	The Pearl by John Steinbeck

	Lily’s Crossing by Patricia Giff
	Hoot by Carl Hiassen
	The Pigman by Paul Zindel

	Willow Run by Patricia Giff
	Dragonsong by Anne Mc Caffrey
	California Blue by David Klass

	Sing Down the Moon by Scott O’dell
	The Black Pearl by Scott O’Dell
	Lisa Bright and Dark by John Neufeld

	The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson
	Wringer by Jerry Spinelli 
	The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway

	Hatchet by Gayl Paulsen
	The View from Saturday by E.L.Koenigsburg
	Somewhere in the Darkness by Walter Dean Myers

	Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
	The Face in the Milk Carton by Cooney
	My Brother Sam is Dead by Collier

	Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech
	Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman
	Tulsa Burning by Anna Myers

	The Headless Cupid by Zilpha Snyder
	When Zachary Beaver Came to Town
	Zel by Donna Jo Napoli

	The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg
	Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine
	Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers

	What Could Go Wrong by Willow Davis Roberts
	Bull Rider by Marilyn Halvorson
	In These Girls, Hope is a Muscle by Madeleine Blais

	The Twenty One Balloons by William Pene DuBois
	Slam by Walter Dean Myers
	First Test by Tamora Pierce

	Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief by Wendelin van Draanen
	Redwall by Brian Jacques
	I Am the Cheese by Robert Cormier

	Someone is Hiding on Alcatraz Island by Eve Bunting
	The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi
	My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen

	The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis
	Money Hungry by Sharon Flake
	The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman

	Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
	Begging for Change by Sharon Flake
	The Subtle Knife by Philip Pullman

	Dealing with Dragons by Patricia C. Wrede
	Inkheart by Cornelia Funke
	Hoop Dreams by Ben Joravsky

	Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
	The Lost Years of Merlin by TA Barron
	Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals

	A Long Way from Chicago by Richard Peck
	Jazmin’s Notebook by Nikki Grimes
	Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli

	A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck
	Tangerine by Edward Bloor
	It’s Not About the Bike:  My Journey Back to Life 
                             by Lance Armstrong

	Under the Blood Red Sun by Graham Salisbury
	The Wanderer by Sharon Creech
	The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman by Ernest Gaines

	The Duplicate by William Sleator
	Free the Children by Craig Kielburger
	Taking Sides by Gary Soto

	Woodsong by Gary Paulsen
	The City of Ember by Jeannne DePrau
	Monster by Walter Dean Myers

	PS Longer Letter Later by aula Danziger
	Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa
	Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt

	The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke
	The Life and Death of Adolf Hitler by James Giblin
	Hoops by Walter Dean Meyers

	Stand Tall, Harry by Mary Mahony
	The Schwa Was Here by Neal Schusterman
	House of Dies Drear by Virginia Hamilton

	Harry Scores a Hat Trick by Mary Mahony
	Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voight
	Farewell to Manzanar by Jean Houston & James Houston

	Summer of the Swans by Betsy Byars
	The Pinballs by Betsy Byars
	The Hobbit by J. R. Tolkien

	On the Far Side of the Mountain by J. C. George
	
	

	Any Sequel to Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
	
	

	Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
	
	


